
 The use of a broadcast flag in the next generation of TV broadcats has
incredibly bad implications for society at large. With this flag in place there
is no guarantee that the fair use rights a consumer has will remain intact, with
the exception of a lukewarm 'promise' not to infringe on those rights, made by
media companies.
The airwaves are part of the public commons, and the FCC represents the public
in the matters of protecting and managing this 'public resource'. With this
charge in mind, it is the FCC's job to ensure that the public's fair use rights
remain intact in this issue, and the only safe way to ensure this is by not
requiring a broadcast flag in all future broadcasts.

The free market has done a perfectly good job to manage broadcast and media
companies since the creation of the United States, so the government should be
slow to step into this matter. While media companies fear unrestricted use and
transmission of their material, the reailty of this threat is nowhere near as
dire, and therefore the government should feel no need to intervene in the
matter further.


